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Notes from the Field

News and Stories from the Community Digitization Project

Haldimand County

The CDP Digitization Facilitators are building some fabulous digital
collections for the Haldimand County, South River and Petawawa & Head,
Clara & Maria partnerships. Here are the latest Notes From the Field by
Stephanie Cann, Krista McCracken and Morgan Peachey-Dupon.

Haldimand County WWI Project

South River
Petawawa & HCM
CDP Participants
Search: Canadians
at War

by Stephanie Cann

The Haldimand County Community
Digitization Project is in full swing. Policies
and schedules are prepared, the equipment
from OLSN has arrived, and a digitization
assistant has been hired. The digitization will
begin at the Dunnville Public Library with the
Dunnville District Heritage Association's
collection of scrapbooks and newspapers.

Featured
Search:
Canadians at
War

Opening the packages of digitizing equipment was like
opening the potential of the project. The 11"x17" flatbed
scanner, a 12.1 megapixel digital camera and Adobe
Photoshop Elements software will be instrumental in
digitizing the collections here in Haldimand County.
Jill Shea, the new digitization assistant, is an excellent
addition to the CDP team in Haldimand County. As an avid
volunteer at Edinburgh Square Museum & Cultural Centre,
she has been working on various projects and worked
digitizing medical files for the Hamilton Health authorities.
A group of dedicated volunteers make
up the Dunnville District Heritage
Association, which is run out of the
Dunnville Public Library. Their
collection is vast and the pieces that
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Private John M. Maley,
Kitchener Public Library
Collection

The Haldimand
County Community
Digitization Project
is making a
valuable
contribution to your
online resources
about Canadians
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will be accessible through the Our
Ontario website are eight scrapbooks
compiled by a local woman in 1987
and an entire newspaper from 1914.
The scrapbooks contain published
letters from the front, announcements,
advertisements and news items that were relevant during the
times. Once this collection has become available
electronically, it will be a great learning tool for researchers
and students of all ages.
Click here for more of Stephanie's pictures...

South River "Near North" Project
by Krista McCracken

A considerable amount of progress has been
made on the South River Community
Digitization Project since the first newsletter.
Two Digitization Assistants have been hired,
the scanning equipment has been unpacked,
and digitization has begun.
We are excited to have our new Digitization
Assistants, Brock Gerrard and Matt Tremblay on-board.
Brock and Matt spent the last week of October in training.
This training week focused on handling procedures,
scanning techniques, photo and video manipulation, and
optimizing files for web consumption. Brock and Matt are
both passionate about heritage and digital preservation, and
will be playing a major role in the digitization process in the
South River area.
November 2nd marked the first day of
digitization for the South River
partnership. So far, the focus is on
South River-Machar Public Library's
local history collection of which 340
images have been scanned and 328
metadata records have been created.
The South River-Machar Public Library
collection is comprised primarily of
photographs covering a variety of local

2 of 5

and Ontario at War
through the years.
A quick search for
keyword "war" on
OurOntario.ca
returned almost
8000 hits! Click
here to see them.
The Community
Digitization
Program is being
implemented in
partnership with
SOLS and OLS-N,
as part of the
$15-million
investment by the
Ontario Ministry of
Culture in public
libraries.
The CDP brings
together expertise,
staff, and
technology to
enable 30 selected
public libraries and
19 other
community
organizations to
build their
knowledge base
and implement
continuing
digitization
programs in their
communities. Over
the next 2 years,
participant libraries
from Northern and
Southern Ontario
will plan and
implement projects
to digitize local
history collections
for display online.
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history topics. The assistants have digitized South River's
photos which relate to prominent families in the area. The
assistants are currently working on various thematic photo
collections, including those of local churches, businesses,
and agricultural fairs.

Sign up for KO
News to keep tabs
on what's new with
the CDP and the
Our Ontario Toolkit
Community!

We are looking forward to
meeting the continued
challenges of this digitization
project, and excited to dig
deeper into the past of the
Almaguin Highlands.
Click here for more of Krista's pictures...

Petawawa and Head, Clara & Maria Local History
by Morgan Peachey-Dupon

I am pleased to report that the Head, Clara
and Maria and Petawawa projects are moving
along at a high pace. The digitization
equipment arrived from Ontario Library
Service-North last week with much fanfare.
The equipment will be used for this project
and for other projects the libraries will take on
in the future.
Both libraries put out job postings for
digitization assistants last month and
the response was overwhelming.
Head, Clara and Maria Public Library
hired Nancy Champagne-Skuce and
the Petawawa Public Library hired
Kathryn Schoutsen and they will start
working in the next couple of weeks. Look to the next
newsletter to learn more about these two new members of
the Community Digitization Project team.
Over the next two weeks, we will look over the photograph
collections at the two libraries.
Photos are good objects to
start with for the digitization
assistant. Starting with the
photos allows the digitization
assistant to get a good
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understanding of what they are required to do for the project
and develop the skills needed for the rest of the project: data
entry, resizing the digital images, putting the object images
onto the VITA site and filling out the VITA database. Now is
also the time to learn the proper care and handling for the
objects. Over the next few weeks we will all be learning a lot.
It is a very exciting part of the project.
I look forward to working with Nancy and Kathryn over the
next few months. Now is the time where things are really
going to start to happen and all the weeks of hard work will
start to materialize on the Digital Collection sites. Stay tuned!
Click here for more of Morgan's photos...

CDP Participants

For a complete list of CDP partners, click here

The Community Digitization Project is being implemented in partnership with Our Ontario,
a service of Knowledge Ontario, and SOLS/OLS-N, as part of the $15-million investment
by the Ontario Ministry of Culture in public libraries.
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